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Researching Holocaust Records 



Agenda: August 5, 2020

❖ Members’ update and Society Business
❖ Presentations

❖ How to research Holocaust records at Yad Vashem and 
other databases

❖ Future Zoom meetings?
❖ Adjourn



Society Business
❖ How have we been?

❖ Any new discoveries?

❖ IAJGS 2020 meeting next week August 10-13th 

❖ All virtual

❖ IAJGS2020.org

❖ Free access to many programs, choose “Free 
Limited Access” on the registration form

❖ Includes special interest groups (SIGs) and Birds 
of a Feather (BOF)



Looking for Holocaust Records

❖ A particular person

❖ A family name in general

❖ People from a particular place

❖ People from a list

❖ Generally looking and seeking to learn more



Yad Vashem

❖ The World Holocaust Remembrance Center

❖ Although “yad” in Hebrew means “hand”, in this case 
the meaning is Monument, or Memorial. 

❖ “Shem” is Name. 

❖ So it’s a monument/memorial and a name. 

❖ Established in 1953. Yad Vashem describes itself as the 
Jewish people’s living memorial to the Holocaust. 



Yad Vashem

❖ The Yad Vadshem complex has been closed due to 
Covid-19

❖ Scheduled to re-open August 16th

❖ So if we can ever travel again, it would be a place to 
visit  



Shoah Names Database
❖ yadvashem.org

❖ An international endeavor to recover the names and reconstruct 
the life stories of each individual victim

❖ A million more people whose data is not yet included

❖ The Names database was launched online in 2004 with 
information on close to 3 million people

❖ Info comes from lists and records as well as survivor testimonies

❖ Searching for an unusual surname without a place can give clues 
(Sallyann Sack)



Page of Testimony
❖ A form created by Yad Vashem 

to record information from 
survivors (family members, 
friends or neighbors)

❖ Record of whatever 
information is available

❖ Names and dates

❖ Places

❖ Photos



Page of Testimony

❖ There are currently about two million, seven hundred 
thousand names recorded

❖ Over 6.5 million records

❖ Written in more than 20 languages

❖ Empty shelves at Yad Vashem await additional 
information for those not yet included



Duplicate Pages of Testimony

❖ There are duplicates: multiple records for the same 
person

❖ Volunteer crowd-sourced project to identify duplicates

❖ Goal is to have one file per person, containing all 
records for that person

❖ We’ll review this later on



Searching the Names

❖ yadvashem.org

❖ Digital Collections

❖ Shoah Names Database

Last Name, First Name, Place



Searching the Names

❖ Example:

❖ Last name = 
Chertok

❖ Place = Bayevo

❖ 10 results



Searching the Names
❖ Clicking on the name shows you the details available for that person

❖ In this case: Osher Chertok was born in Bayevo, Belorussia (USSR) 
in 1900 to Orle and Tsype. He was a blacksmith and married to 
Genja nee Gurevich. Prior to WWII he lived in Moscow, Russia 
(USSR). During the war he was in the Soviet armed forces.

❖ Osher was killed in military service

❖ You can also click on the image of the page of testimony, usually not 
in English

❖ You can click on the name of the person who provided testimony. 
This lets you view all records that person provided. 



Duplicate records are common

Two records for Osher Chertok



How to Suggest Merging Duplicates

❖ To the right of 
each listing is a 
Plus sign

❖ Click the ones that 
appear to be the 
same

❖ Click “Compare”



How to Suggest Merging Duplicates



How to Suggest Merging Duplicates

❖ Click “Suggest”

❖ Fill in your into

❖ Click 

at the bottom of the 
page



How to Suggest Merging Duplicates
❖ Click “Clear” at the top to start again and suggest 

another duplicate

❖ You’ll receive an email confirming they received your 
suggestion

❖ You’ll receive a second email in a day or two after your 
submission has been reviewed. 

❖ The database is updated about every three months. So it 
will probably take a while to see your changes applied. 



Photo Archive

❖ Under “Digital 
Collections” 

❖ The Photo Archive



Photo Archive

❖ Just type into the Search bar



Photo Archive
❖ Typing in place 

names shows you 
photos of people 

❖ Who knows who 
you’ll find?

❖ I typed in Bayevo

❖ There’s a photo of 
Osher Chertok



Survivor Testimonies



The Righteous



Survivor Testimonies
❖ https://www.yadvashem.org/collections/testimonies.html

❖ Digital Collections… Survivor Testimonies



Untold Stories
❖ https://www.yadvashem.org/untoldstories/database/homepage.asp 

❖ Select a place from the dropdown



Untold Stories
❖ https://www.yadvashem.org/untoldstories/database/homepage.asp 

❖ Select a place from the dropdown



The Unites States Holocaust Memorial Museum

❖ www.ushmm.org 



The Unites States Holocaust Memorial Museum

❖ Under “Remember”



The Unites States Holocaust Memorial Museum

❖ Under “Remember”



The Unites States Holocaust Memorial Museum

❖ Many Search Criteria to narrow it down (such as birth 
date range)

❖ Can search by Place name 

❖ All places

❖ Birth place

❖ Pre-war place

❖ Wartime place

❖ Death place



The Unites States Holocaust Memorial Museum

❖ You may find the same records as Yad Vashem

❖ Varying search criteria may offer different records

❖ Duplicates in this database also



Can’t forget JewishGen

❖ You may find the same records as Yad Vashem

❖ Varying search criteria may offer different records

❖ Duplicates in this database also



JewishGen Holocaust database
❖ Info from about 250 databases, they keeping adding more



Beit Hatfutsot

❖ bh.org.il

❖ Museum of the Jewish People

❖ Hatfutsot literally means the Diaspora

❖ Not a “museum” with old artifacts, but a place to tell 
the story and the history of the Jewish People

❖ Focus on different communities around the world



Beit Hatfutsot databases



Beit Hatfutsot  

❖ A new core exhibition is planned to open Fall 2020



Beit Hatfutsot databases



Beit Hatfutsot databases



Beit Hatfutsot databases
❖ You can enter a family name and/or location

❖ Then hit Start



Beit Hatfutsot databases
❖ If you create a free account, you can save info to “My 

Story”



Name info
❖ Info for Surname



Name Variations
❖ Info for Place



Place info



Family Trees
❖ Info for Place



Family Trees
❖ Click on name result to expand interactive tree



Some limitations

❖ The submitter is anonymous

❖ No way to contact potential relatives

❖ No easy way to update your tree or correct information

❖ Each tree is separate, so there can be duplicates

❖ Some of this will probably be addressed in the future



Submit your Family Tree



Upload to Share



Searching for my Uncle on Yad Vashem - Bernie Grossman

❖ My father told me that his oldest brother, Khaim Grossman and his 
family were killed in the holocaust in Berezin in “White Russia” 
where he was born

❖ From a photograph written in Russian, his wife was named Shayna 
Charnaya

❖ He also told me that his two children were given to a neighbor to try 
hide them. (None of my cousins heard of that story)



Searching for my Uncle on Yad Vashem

❖ It seemed odd that no Grossman’s died in the holocaust in Belarus. 

❖ Checked the ? in the place: Search by place of birth, prewar permanent 
residence, or any location during the holocaust period



Searching for my Uncle on Yad Vashem
❖ Tried the Russian name of Berezin - Berezino 

❖ Birthdate for Khaim was correct. Wife’s name Seina could be Shayna 
in Yiddish. Oldest daughter Maryasha was apparently named after 
her father’s mother who died during the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic. 
The place Seliba, was an agricultural community outside of Berezin.



Searching for my Uncle on Yad Vashem

❖ Page of Testimony on left is in Russian. Most information summarized. Clicking on Grossman again 
gives automated translation. 

❖ Clicking on submitter Roman Plaksa gives the names 127 victims for whom he submitted Testimony, 
mostly in Seliba

❖ Roman Plaksa was a partisan and freedom fighter who hid fellow jews in the forests around Berezino. 
Born in 1925 he was 16 when the Germans arrived. He survived the war and and in 1995 he gave a 2 
hour video interview to the USC Shoah Foundation Institute and it is available for viewing at various 
universities and museums including the USHMM. Unfortunately it is in Russian.



❖ Page of Testimony on left is in Russian. Most information 
summarized. Clicking on Grossman again gives automated 
translation



Einsatzgruppen:   Holocaust by Bullet 
❖ The Einsatzgaruppen were the Nazi SS death squads led by Himmler and 

Heydrich during the invasion of the Soviet Union

❖ They primarily shot their victims and buried them in ditches on the side of 
the road

❖ They were responsible for the killing of at least 1.3 million Jews in the Pale 
of Settlement

❖ In Dec. 1941 - Jan. 1942 they swept through the Minsk region of Belarus



What about the two children hidden by a neighbor
❖ Perseverance paid off. Remember when I searched for Grossman in 

Belarus nothing came up. I  eventually tried Grossman in Belorussia

❖ Clicking on Moisey confirms that he was my uncles child. He was the only 
child with the designation of profession as the Russian word for“scholar”. 
Submitter Gennadiy Katz was listed as a neighbor.



What about the two children hidden by a neighbor
❖ The sixth child was listed as first name unknown. The testimony was 

also from Gennadiy Katz, the neighbor. She was a two year old girl who 
was shot along wither mother, father and five brothers and sisters.

❖ Khaim Grossman (36 years)

❖ Shayna Grossman (33 years)

❖ Mariasha Grossman (17 years)

❖ Dvoshe Grossman (15 years)

❖ Moisey Grossman (12 years) 

❖ Berl Grossman (9 years)

❖ Faitl Grossman (5 years)

❖ Unknown Grossman (2 years)


