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Agenda: Oct. 10, 2018

❖ Introductions (first timers) 
❖ Society Business
❖ Presentations

❖ DNA Tests - Marla
❖ Yizkor Books -Bernie
❖ Two websites you may want to try - Bernie

❖ Adjourn



Society Business
❖ We have a Secretary! It is Janet Murphy

❖ Thank you Janet!

❖ Next Meeting November 14 at 6:00 pm

❖ If you have not paid your dues, $10. per person, $15. per family, 
please do so.

❖ Please let us know about any ideas that you have for future meetings 
and please consider volunteering to make presentations at or 
meetings

❖ Don’t forget our website, especially Upcoming Events, Useful links 
and Presentations 

❖ https://jgsofneflorida.wordpress.com



❖ Why do you want to do a DNA test?

❖ Do you have a specific question?

❖ Are you looking for living relatives?

❖ Do you have a family tradition of Cohanim or Levites?

DNA tests Marla Westberg



❖ DNA testing does not take the place of traditional 
research

❖ You may find nothing of interest, but your DNA will be 
stored for future matches

❖ There may be a surprise, now or later

❖ Ethical considerations if there is a surprise: who to tell 
and how to tell them

❖ All companies have sales, with basic tests about $59. So 
don’t base decision on price. 

Keep in Mind



❖ All companies test at-DNA

❖ A general DNA test, looking at the DNA we inherited 
from all our ancestors 

❖ Used for ethnicity estimates

❖ About half from our mother, half from our father

❖ So about one quarter from each grandparent, and so on 
up the line

❖ Potential relatives are presented by each company

at or autosomal DNA



at-DNA relatives

❖ Predicted relationships are based on overall amount of 
shared DNA, measured centimorgans, or cms

❖ If you match more than 150 cms, it’s worthwhile to try 
to figure out the connection (often even with less)

❖ Number of matching segments

❖ Size of largest segment

❖ Jewish DNA estimates consider endogamy 



Y-DNA
❖ Only men can do this test 

❖ DNA passed from father to son 

❖ Used to determine paternity

❖ Determine whether men are descended from the same man

❖ Divides up men into groupings, called Haplotypes

❖ Various numbers of markers can be tested (37, 67, 111, 500)

❖ The more markers tested, the closer the estimate for most 
recent common paternal ancestor



Y-DNA Cohanim and Levites

❖ In 2009 a Cohen modal haplotype was identified. 

❖ Many men with a family tradition of being Cohanim, 
belong to the same haplogroup (they are descended 
from the same man)

❖ There is also a Levite modal haplotype 

❖ FamilyTreeDNA has a Levite project that shows 
rabbinical lines based on Y-DNA



mt-DNA
❖ mt-DNA is passed from a mother to her children

❖ It shows maternal lineage, also dividing the population into 
haplogroups 

❖ Studies have said that about 40% of Ashkenazi Jews are descended from 
4 women. 

❖ mt-DNA can show whether people are descended from the same woman

❖ For example, if a man was married multiple times, mt-DNA could show 
whether descendants were from the same mother, or possibly from 
different mothers (if the mothers were sisters, or had the same female 
ancestor, this test would not help!). 



X-DNA
❖ Some companies show X matches

❖ X-DNA is passed from a mother to all children

❖ X-DNA is passed from a father to his daughters 

❖ It is not passed from a father to sons

❖ Remember females have XX and males have XY. 

❖ So females get an X from each parent and males only get the 
X from their mother

❖ The X that a daughter gets from her father, came from the 
father’s mother (her paternal grandmother)



Finding relatives

❖ Neither Y-DNA nor mt-DNA is very useful in finding 
relatives in general

❖ Even with a match, the common ancestor may be too far 
back to find the connection

❖ But Y-DNA and mt-DNA is useful to answer specific 
questions



Ancestry DNA



Ancestry DNA

❖ Tests only at-DNA

❖ Five 2nd cousins

❖ Seventeen 3rd cousins

❖ Accurate at this level

❖ Over 20,000 more distant  



Ancestry DNA

Some have a family tree



Ancestry DNA

❖ You can click for more info

❖ Matching DNA cms

❖ Number of segments

More info



Ancestry DNA

❖ If the matching person has a family tree, you may be 
able to see the relationship

❖ Ancestry gives “hints” if it thinks it has found the 
relationship

❖ Use hints with caution. Ancestry may find someone else 
with the same name in both trees, but it’s not the same 
person.

❖ You can send a note to matches



Comparing the companies
Ancestry 23 and Me Family Tree 

DNA
My 

Heritage
Geni

Ethnicity
100% 

European 
Jewish

Number 
Matches

> 20,000 
distant

CMs Shared Yes

Chromosome 
browser

No

Y-DNA No

mt-DNA No



23 and Me

Korean?



23 and Me



23 and Me

Some close matches, but fewer overall than Ancestry



23 and Me



23 and Me

matching DNA Includes X chromosome



Comparing the companies
Ancestry 23 and Me Family Tree 

DNA
My 

Heritage
Geni

Ethnicity
100% 

European 
Jewish

99.7% 
Ashkenazi 

Jewish

Number 
Matches

> 20,000 
distant

> 1,000

CMs Shared Yes percentage

Chromosome 
browser

No Yes

Y-DNA No Yes

mt-DNA No Yes



FamilyTreeDNA



FamilyTreeDNA



FamilyTreeDNA

FamilyTreeDNA also shows the X chromosome



FamilyTreeDNA

Same result as 23 and Me

❖ There is a lot more detail 
given about the mtDNA 
results

❖ Also shows mtDNA 
matches

❖ Information about the 
haplogroup origins and 
migration over time



FamilyTreeDNA



Comparing the companies
Ancestry 23 and Me Family Tree 

DNA
My 

Heritage
Geni

Ethnicity
100% 

European 
Jewish

99.7% 
Ashkenazi 

Jewish

97% Jewish 
Diaspora

Number 
Matches

> 20,000 
distant

> 1,000 >16,000

CMs Shared Yes percentage Yes

Chromosome 
browser

No Yes Yes

Y-DNA No Yes Yes

mt-DNA No Yes Yes



MyHeritage

Who am I really?



MyHeritage

This person is actually my 3rd cousin
For each of the 6145 matches, it shows me:
• Shared DNA in cms
• Number of shared segments
• Largest segment



Comparing the companies
Ancestry 23 and Me Family Tree 

DNA
My 

Heritage
Geni

Ethnicity
100% 

European 
Jewish

99.7% 
Ashkenazi 

Jewish

97%
 Jewish 

Diaspora

82.3% 
Ashkenazi 

Jewish

Number 
Matches

> 20,000 
distant

> 1,000 >16,000 > 6,000

CMs Shared Yes percentage Yes Yes

Chromosome 
browser

No Yes Yes Yes

Y-DNA No Yes Yes No

mt-DNA No Yes Yes No



Geni

❖ Geni only allows uploads from other companies

❖ No ethnicity estimate, only for comparing with others

❖ Show at-DNA, mt-DNA and Y-DNA matches

❖ Since everyone is in the World Family Tree, it’s easier to 
see if you can find the connection

❖ Comparison list of known ancestors

❖ Contact matches



Geni

I have 1519 autosomal DNA matches



Comparing the companies
Ancestry 23 and Me Family Tree 

DNA
My 

Heritage
Geni

Ethnicity
100% 

European 
Jewish

99.7% 
Ashkenazi 

Jewish

97%
 Jewish 

Diaspora

82.3% 
Ashkenazi 

Jewish
No estimate

Number 
Matches

> 20,000 
distant

> 1,000 >16,000 > 6,000 > 1,500

CMs Shared Yes percentage Yes Yes Yes

Chromosome 
browser

No Yes Yes Yes No

Y-DNA No Yes Yes No matches

mt-DNA No Yes Yes No matches



Recommendations

❖ Look for sales and discounts

❖ Take ethnicity estimates with a grain of salt, it’s a work in 
progress

❖ FamilyTreeDNA best for in-depth analysis and Y-DNA 
and mt-DNA projects

❖ Ancestry best for finding living relatives

❖ Wherever you test, upload to other sites for more matches

❖ Have fun with it



Questions?



Yizkor Books
What are yizkor books?

❖ Yizkor books were written after the Holocaust as memorials to Jewish 
communities destroyed in the Holocaust.  They were usually put together by 
survivors from those communities and contain descriptions and histories of the 
community, biographies of prominent people, lists of people who perished, etc.  
They are often embellished with photos, maps, and other memorabilia.

❖ Yizkor books are valuable to genealogists, since the books may include 
biographies or photographs of relatives, or may include family members in a 
list of people who perished.  Yizkor books also give important background 
information about the history and Jewish life in a particular community.

❖ Yizkor books can be valuable, not only to genealogists, but to anyone wanting 
to learn about Jewish life and culture in the communities that vanished in the 
Holocaust.

❖ More than 1000 books were written, with majority in Hebrew or Yiddish



Yizkor Books Center for Jewish Studies
Price Library of Judaica
Memorial Books

Local source for original Yizkor Books 

❖ One of the largest collections of original Yizkor books 
in the United States (approximately 674 books)

❖ Price Library of Judaica Memorial Books Portal

❖ The first Jewish memorial book was produced in 
Nuremberg in 1296, providing a record of Jewish 
communities slaughtered in the crusades across 
Europe. The book’s main purpose was liturgical, 
enabling relatives to say prayers for the dead, but its 
format provided the basic model on which  all later 
memorial books were based. 



Yizkor Books
How do I find a Yizkor book?

❖ One way is through the Yizkor Book Database page         
https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/database.html

❖ This page describes the database and allows you to search for 
a specific community. The database will indicate whether the 
Yizkor book project has any translated material.

❖ A second way is to browse the Yizkor Book Project 
Translations page: https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/
translations.html

❖ It lists projects first by Regions and then alphabetically by 
town name.



Translations Page https://www.jewishgen.org/yizkor/translations.html







Website of the Month

❖ Free private website created by Logan Kleinwaks

❖ Search 1,832,000 pages of 3,157 historical directories (business, 
address, telephone, etc., mostly from Central and Eastern Europe), 
148,000 pages of 326 yizkor books (memorials to Jewish communities 
destroyed in the Holocaust), 32,000 pages of military lists (officers, 
casualties, etc., mostly from the Russian Empire and Poland), 45,000 
pages of community and personal histories, and 24,000 pages of Polish 
secondary school annual reports and other school sources.

❖ Kleinwaks is a hobbyist genealogist living near Washington DC. The 
website has won numerous awards from IAJGS and family tree 
magazine. He is a board member of Gesher Galicia.

www.genealogyindexer.com



Genealogy Indexer www.genealogyindexer.com



Genealogy Indexer www.genealogyindexer.com



Genealogy Indexer www.genealogyindexer.com



Website of the Month #2

❖ Free private website created by Philip Trauring

❖ The B&F Compendium of Jewish Genealogy is more than 20,000 
resources (mainly links) covering over 200 countries. The 
resources are broken into 7 topic areas: History, Genealogy, 
Cemeteries, Holocaust, Diaspora, Contemporary and Books. 

❖ Philip Trauring is a hobbyist genealogist originally from the US 
and now lives in Modi’in Israel. He worked in High Tech and this 
website began as a blog in 2010. He is a frequent lecturer at IAJGS 
conferences and will be at the Poland conference, He is president 
of the Israel Genealogy Research Association (IGRA) 

www.bloodandfrogs.com



B&F: Jewish Genealogy and more www.bloodandfrogs.com



B&F: Jewish Genealogy and more www.bloodandfrogs.com



B&F: Jewish Genealogy and more www.bloodandfrogs.com



B&F: Jewish Genealogy and more www.bloodandfrogs.com



And finally ….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yoLR0-0iG0

The Italian-Jewish DNA Connection




