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Agenda: March 13, 2019

❖ Introductions (first timers) 
❖ Society Business
❖ Presentations

❖ “The 1st Jews in the New World – We were here at the 
start,” Rabbi Fred Raskind

❖ Sources for local Jewish history - Bernie
❖ Adjourn



Society Business
❖ Elections for the 2019-2020 year will take place at our May meeting. Per 

our by laws we need to ask for volunteers for a nominating committee 
at this March meeting and a slate of candidates for Officers and Board 
members at the April meeting. Any volunteers?

❖ If anyone would like one on one mentoring, please let Marla know and 
we will schedule a one hour meeting with one of our experienced 
researchers before one of our monthly meetings, from 4:30 to 5:30 pm

❖ Please let us know about any ideas that you have for future meetings 
and please consider volunteering to make presentations at our meetings

❖ Don’t forget our website, especially Upcoming Events, Useful links and 
Presentations 

❖ https://jgsofneflorida.wordpress.com



Upcoming Meetings
❖ Wednesday, April 10 at 6:00 pm. We will have a guest 

speaker, Marsha Pollock, talking about a Jewish history 
of Jacksonville

❖ Wednesday, May 8 at 6:00 pm

❖ Wednesday, June 12 at 6:00 pm



The 1st Jews in the New World – We were here at the start

Rabbi Fred Raskind
After graduating from Boston University, Fred Raskind attended Columbia University, where he 
studied philosophy and comparative religion.  He has taken coursework in 3 Christian Divinity 
Schools: Boston University, Union Theological Seminary [NYC], and Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary.  After being ordained by Hebrew Union College in New York, Rabbi Raskind served full-
time congregations in Greenville SC, Athens GA, [along with the College Campus Ministry, Hillel], 
and Vero Beach, FL.  During his 10-year tenure in Hagerstown MD, he also worked at the VA for 2 
years as the Jewish Chaplain.

For 15 years, he commuted from Atlanta to serve part-time small congregations in northern AL.    A 
Licensed Professional Counselor in Georgia, he started a private practice in pastoral, family, and 
career counseling, and helped start two congregations in the Atlanta area.  He also worked in the 
private sector doing outplacement consulting for 12+ years.

Arriving in St Augustine in 2013, he was the Rabbi of Temple Bet Yam until July 2018, when he 
retired.  He has been involved in interfaith and outreach work throughout his career, and co-founded 
the St. Augustine Interfaith Community [SAIC].  Currently he lives in St. John’s County, and is an 
Adjunct Rabbi at The Temple Ahavath Chesed in Jacksonville.  Besides following SEC football, he is 
an avid Red Sox fan and reports that this past season went ‘pretty well.’



The 1st Jews in the New World – We were here at the start

Rabbi Fred Raskind

Oral Presentation only. Written presentation is not available.



Sources for Local Jewish History 

❖ www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org

❖ Jewish Virtual Library is a comprehensive online 
resource on Jewish history, politics and culture

❖ It is managed by the American-Israel Cooperative 
Enterprise (AICE)



Virtual Jewish World: Florida, United States 

❖ The first known observant Jews moved to the Pensacola, 
in 1763. During this period there were only about a 
dozen Jews.

❖ By 1821, 30-40 Jews were in northern Florida. Moses 
Levy, a Moroccan lumber dealer built a Jewish colony in 
Micanopy, near Gainesville.

❖ On March 3, 1845 Florida became a state. Fewer than 100 
Jews lived here out of 66,000 people. The first Senator 
from Florida was David Levy Yulee, Moses Levy’s son.

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/florida-jewish-history



Virtual Jewish World: Florida, United States (continued) 

❖ By the 1850’s, the Jewish community began to flourish. The Jacksonville 
Hebrew Cemetery, the first Jewish institution in Florida, was established in 
1857. The first congregation, Beth El, was established in 1876. By 1900 six 
congregations had been established.

❖ By 1928, roughly 40 % of the Jewish population of 10,000 lived in 
Jacksonville. As Miami was being developed it attracted about 5000 Jews in 
the 1940’s

❖ The total Jewish population in Florida by 1940 grew to approximately 
25,000. During World War II, hotels previously inaccessible to Jews were 
owned by the government and began to allow Jewish customers. The 
advent of air conditioning made Florida a more hospitable place and more 
Jews began to migrate to the state and, especially, toward the beach areas.



Virtual Jewish World: Florida, United States (continued) 

❖ By 1960, more than 175,000 Jews resided in the state. Many elderly 
Jews began to retire to South Florida. Others immigrated from the 
Caribbean and Latin America.

❖ Today, the Jewish population of Florida is more than 600,000. It is the 
third largest concentration of Jews in the country, and South Florida 
has the single largest concentration of Jews (13 percent of the total 
population) outside of Israel.

❖ Noteworthy Jewish personalities of Florida include Admiral Ellis 
Zacharias of Jacksonville, who broke codes during World War II, and 
Marshall Warren Nirenberg of Orlando, winner of the 1968 Nobel 
Prize for understanding the genetic code.



Sources for Local Jewish History 

❖ https://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/judaica/Index.aspx

❖ Price Library of Judaica at the University of Florida



Price Library of Judaica: Jewish Jacksonville

❖ Prior to the 1930s, the Jewish community of Jacksonville represented 
Florida’s largest and most significant Jewish population.

❖ In celebration of Jewish American Heritage month, Jewish Jacksonville 
features special materials held in Price Library of Judaica. 

❖ Among the exhibited items are unique manuscripts from the recently 
donated Safer family archives, a special Torah scroll from the former Beth 
Shalom synagogue, …

http://exhibits.uflib.ufl.edu/jewishjacksonville/



Price Library of Judaica: Jewish Jacksonville



Price Library of Judaica: Jewish Jacksonville



Price Library of Judaica: Jewish Jacksonville



Price Library of Judaica: Jewish Jacksonville



Sources for Local Jewish History 

❖ https://staugustinejewishhistoricalsociety.com/

❖ St. Augustine Jewish Historical Society



❖ Each year we commemorate the largest arrest of Rabbis in the history of the 
United States when, at the request of Martin Luther King these brave 
Rabbis, who marched and protested along with many others were arrested 
an thrown in jail in St Augustine in June 1964.

❖ A joint letter that the 17 Rabbis wrote while they were incarcerated and 
explaining why the went is found on the website.



One more thing ….
Have a wonderful PURIM!     March 20-21, 2019

The Maccabeats - Purim Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=kgJInVvJSZg&list=PL8qTO_jb3BWmAPLtVNtHrI6D4AAokSFQx



And finally ….

 April 10 at 6:00 pmJoin us for our next meeting …

Marsha Pollock: talking 
about a Jewish history of 
Jacksonville


