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Agenda: Dec. 19, 2018

❖ Introductions (first timers) 
❖ Society Business
❖ Presentations

❖ Introduction to Searching for Naturalization     
Records - Bernie

❖ DNA Testing for Jewish Genealogy and Family 
History -Marla

❖ Adjourn



Society Business
❖ Next Meetings: January 9 at 6:00 pm and February 13 at 6:00 pm

❖ If you have not paid your dues, $10. per person, $15. per family, please 
do so.

❖ If anyone would like one on one mentoring, please let Marla know and 
we will schedule a one hour meeting with one of our experienced 
researchers before one of our monthly meetings, from 4:30 to 5:30 pm

❖ Please let us know about any ideas that you have for future meetings 
and please consider volunteering to make presentations at our meetings

❖ Don’t forget our website, especially Upcoming Events, Useful links and 
Presentations 

❖ https://jgsofneflorida.wordpress.com



Society Business - Next  Meeting
❖ January 9 at 6:00 pm 

❖ “Family stories uncovered through genealogical 
research”

❖ Please consider volunteering to give a short 
presentation 5-10 minutes. Let us know so that we can 
schedule, but we will also allow last minute speakers.

❖ If you wish to show some pictures or charts please let 
us know. We can put it together for you if you wish.



Introduction to Searching for Naturalization  Records

❖ Naturalization is the legal process our immigrant ancestors 
went through to became citizens of the United States. 

❖ The process consisted of 3 steps:

❖ First Papers or Declaration of Intent: normally filed after 
being a resident for two years. Now optional.

❖ Petition, sometimes called Second or final papers (filed 
after meeting residency requirement: 5 years from 1802 - 
present

❖ Certificate of Citizenship - issued at swearing-in ceremony

What are naturalization records?



What are some exceptions?
❖ From 1790 to 1940 minor children could derive citizenship when 

their father naturalized

❖ From 1790 to 1922 an alien woman could derive citizenship from 
her husband. (From 1907 to 1922, a woman born in the US could 
lose her citizenship if she married an alien)

❖ Prior to 1906, biographical information about wives and children 
were generally not part of naturalization records

❖ Starting from the Civil war there are numerous exceptions for 
speeding up the naturalization process for veterans

❖ Generally if an alien was a resident of a Territory of the US which 
became a State, e.g., Louisiana Purchase, Texas, Hawaii, then they 
would obtain derived citizenship (no paperwork)



Where were the records filed?
❖ From 1790 through most of the 20th century, 

naturalization could be done in any court - most used 
County courts. Names of courts varied: county supreme, 
circuit, district, …

❖ A few State supreme courts also naturalized aliens

❖ Aliens who lived in large cities often used a Federal 
Court such as US District Court or US Circuit Court

❖ Currently Naturalization is handled on-line through US 
Citizenship and Immigration  Services, www.uscis.gov



What information is on the records?
❖ Prior to “Basic Naturalization Act of 1906”:

❖ Each Court determined information needed

❖ Generally, “Intent” gave name, country and date

❖ “Petition” gave name, date and place of birth, occupation, date and 
port of arrival, and names of witnesses

❖ After 1906 the petition became more detailed and a copy had to be filed 
with the Federal government:

❖ Name, date and place of birth,

❖ Spouses's name, date and place of birth

❖ Date of arrival. port of arrival, ship's name

❖ All children's names and ages, and whether foreign born or U.S.



Example “First Papers” 
My Grandfather

❖ Isadore Grossman

❖ Supreme Court of Monroe 
County NY

❖ Filed 12/28/1923



Example “First Papers” 
My Grandfather

❖ Isadore Grossman

❖ Supreme Court of Monroe 
County NY

❖ Modified Declaration of 
intent with proof of arrival

❖ Confirms that his initial 
arrival was as “Itzko 
Greisman”

❖ Filed 8/27/1926



Example “Second Papers” 
My Grandfather

❖ Isadore Grossman
❖ Supreme Court of Monroe 

County NY
❖ Listed children:

❖ Chaim: Sept. 5th. 1907
❖ Berel: Sept. 5, 1907
❖ Rubin: Dec. 15, 1909
❖ Sora: Dec. 10, 1910

❖ Filed 8/27/1926



Example “Naturalization Certificate” - My Grandfather



Example “Naturalization Index” - My Grandfather



How can I access the records? Pre 1906
❖ Before 1906: immigrants could naturalize in any of 5,000 

federal, district, state, or local courts that had the 
authority to grant citizenship. 

❖ I have had success contacting the County clerk or the Court 
Clerk, especially in a small town.

❖ A few county court naturalization records have been 
donated to the National Archives and can be ordered 
from the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA).

❖ https://www.archives.gov/research/naturalization



How can I access the records? USCIS
❖ All naturalizations after September 26, 1906 that are more 

than fifty years old can be ordered online from the US 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

❖ https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy 

❖ It will cost $65.00 to search for the index search.

❖ But, this only contains the first and last name, the court and 
the dates that the papers were filed and naturalization granted. 
For common names there will often be several possibilities.

❖ When the proper index has been determined it will cost 
another $65.00 to search for the petition



How can I access the records? USCIS
❖ https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy 



How can I access the records? FamilySearch

❖ FamilySearch Wiki - https://www.familysearch.org/
wiki/en/
United_States_Naturalization_Online_Genealogy_Recor
ds 

❖ There is a good chance that you would find the Index and a 
slight chance of finding the Petition. All at no cost.



How can I access the records? FamilySearch



How can I access the records? FamilySearch



How can I access the records? FamilySearch



How can I access the records? Ancestry
ancestry.com > search > card catalog



How can I access the records? Ancestry



How can I access the records? Ancestry



How can I access the records? Ancestry



Finding records from County 
Clerks Office



Finding records from 
County Clerks Office



Naturalization Resources
❖ USCIS: https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy 

❖ FamilySearch: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
United_States_Naturalization_and_Citizenship

❖ Naturalization Info: https://www.germanroots.com/
naturalization.html

❖ Naturalization Documents in a Nutshell (Video, JGS LI): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mRkOVZIwQmo&t=0s&index=16&list=PLISmz08Y-
MCxpOttvg59EaxYphAXZAdeG



Finding immigration records for Moshe Edelman

❖ My paternal grandmother’s 
parents were Moshe and Tzvia 
Edelman

❖ Moshe (Morris) was from 
Bershad, Ukraine 

❖ They met on their wedding day 
and lived in her town (Teplik) 
until immigrating to the U.S. 

❖ When I was a child they lived 
in Brooklyn Moshe and Tzvia Edelman



Moshe’s Declaration of Intent
❖ Naturalization Declaration 

of Intention record

❖ Says he entered the U.S. 
on the vessel Philadelphia

❖ On or about December 25, 
1904

❖ But I could not find a ship 
manifest or record of entry 



Alien Registration Forms
❖ https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy
❖ 2-step process
❖ Index Search
❖ Then request files using file number



A-File Found

The price has gone up :-(



The Jackpot

❖ Name and birthdate correct

❖ Place of birth = Bershad

❖ Address is correct

❖ Business is selling herring



Surprise

❖ I entered the United States under the name of “Moishe 
Battleman”

❖ Arrived in the United States at New York on December 
25, 1904

❖ On the SS Philadelphia



Ship Manifest for Moshe

❖ Name was spelled Moishe Beitelman

❖ Tailor, 23 years old and single (he was married)

❖ He actually entered the U.S. on Dec 31, 1904



Finding Tzvia’s record
❖ April 13 1906

❖ Ziwfe? Gittelman

❖ Son Velvel (uncle Willie) age 1 (he was really 3)

❖ Two girls, Zipe and Maize Kotlar, ages 9 and 7

❖ A mystery for another day



DNA Testing for Jewish 
Genealogy and Family 
History



❖ Do you have a specific question?

❖ Are you looking for living relatives?

❖ Do you have a family tradition of Cohanim or Levites?

Why do a DNA test?



❖ DNA testing does not take the place of traditional 
research

❖ There may be a surprise, now or later

❖ Ethical considerations if there is a surprise: who to tell 
and how to tell them

❖ All companies have sales, with basic tests about $59

❖ So don’t base decision on price 

Keep in Mind



Jewish DNA

❖ DNA in the news = privacy concerns

❖ As Jews we have additional considerations 

❖ Holocaust survivors and their children are still looking 
for their families

❖ “Hidden children” and descendants 

❖ Adding your DNA may help someone else 



❖ Or don’t do the test

❖ Ethnicity estimate could be unexpected

❖ Someone converted

❖ Someone was adopted

❖ Something was different than what they told you

❖ There could be a close relative previously unknown

❖ Your results will be out there, someone may contact you later

Be open to surprises 



❖ All companies test at-DNA

❖ General DNA test, looking at the DNA we inherited 
from all our ancestors 

❖ Used for ethnicity estimates

❖ About from our mother, half from our father

❖ So about one quarter from each grandparent, and so on 
up the line

❖ Potential relatives are presented by each company

at or autosomal DNA



at-DNA relatives

❖ Predicted relationships are based on overall amount of 
shared DNA, measured in centimorgans, or cms

❖ If you match more than 150 cms, it’s worthwhile to try 
to figure out the connection (often even with less)

❖ Number of matching segments

❖ Size of largest segment

❖ Jewish DNA estimates consider endogamy 



❖ Jews are an “endogamous” population 

❖ We stayed in a relatively limited geographical area and typically 
married only within our own culture ,  often within our own families 

❖ A 2014 study suggested that all Ashkenazi Jews alive today descend 
from the same 330 people

❖ This inflates our relationship predictions

❖ But testing companies are now trying to adjust calculations for this

❖ You might quite literally have thousands and thousands of people 
listed as “4th cousins or closer” 

What is endogamy? 



❖ Many matches (1000+), but not really close relatives

❖ The more DNA you share, the more accurate the predicted 
relationship

❖ Further than 3rd cousins, probably not accurate 

❖ Focus on matches sharing 150cm or greater

❖ Look for matches sharing larger segments, 20 cm or greater

How does this affect results?



How much DNA do we share?
❖ International Society of Genetic Genealogy Wiki

❖ https://isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA_statistics

❖ Shows amount of DNA shared with different relatives

❖ 50% or 3400 cm = parent/child

❖ 25% or 1700 cm = grandparent/child or niece/nephew 
or half-siblings

❖ etc



How much DNA do we really share?

❖ Blaine Bettinger’s Shared cm Project

❖ https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/08/26/
august-2017-update-to-the-shared-cm-project/

❖ Data from over 25,000 known relationships



Shared cm Project Chart



How much DNA do Jewish folks share?

❖ Lara Diamond was inspired by Blaine’s project

❖ She collected data from about 5,000 known relationships 
for Ashkenazi Jews 

❖ https://larasgenealogy.blogspot.com/2018/05/
ashkenazic-shared-dna-survey-data-by.html

❖ Wide ranges, especially the more distant the 
relationship



Chart for Ashkenazi Shared DNA



Shared cm Averages
Predicted General Ashkenazi

1st 
cousins 850 874 923

2nd 
cousins 212 233 274

3rd 
cousins 53 74 115

4th 
cousins 13 35 52

5th 
cousins

3 25 30



❖ Look for the closest matches

❖ Contact anyone who matches at least 150 cms, or is predicted to be 
third cousin or closer

❖ Wherever you test, download your DNA file 

❖ Then upload to other sites for more matches (generally free)

❖ If matches don’t answer, look for clues on their family trees, or on 
geni.com, MyHeritage, etc. 

❖ Have fun and don’t give up!

Get the most from your results



Recommendations

❖ Look for sales and discounts

❖ Take ethnicity estimates with a grain of salt, it’s a work in 
progress

❖ FamilyTreeDNA best for in-depth analysis, Y-DNA and 
mt-DNA projects

❖ Ancestry best for finding living relatives

❖ Wherever you test, upload to other sites for more matches

❖ Have fun with it



❖ Facebook: Jewish DNA for Genetic Genealogy and Family Research

❖ Look for “Files” on the left. Many great resources.

❖ Lara Diamond: http://larasgenealogy.blogspot.com

❖ Isaac Pickholtz: http://allmyforeparents.blogspot.com

Resources



And finally ….

Wishing you all a happy 
and healthy New Year!

Jan. 9 at 6:00 pm
Join us for our next 
meeting


