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A little bit about Geni.com

❖ It is owned by MyHeritage, a private Israeli company

❖ MyHeritage and Geni are separate, because they follow 
different models

❖ On MyHeritage you build your tree from scratch, as on 
Ancestry, etc. 

❖ geni.com is aWorld family tree that we all work on together



Geni.com/MyHeritage

❖ geni.com will give you hints that are on MyHeritage

❖ And it can be annoying

❖ Neither site is the best for doing research 

❖ Ancestry and FamilySearch are better for finding records



In spite of its shortcomings, geni.com is great because:

❖ Everyone works on the same tree, called the World Family Tree

❖ from the Geni website: “Geni is creating one family tree for the 
entire world, built from the collaborative research of millions of 
genealogists”

❖ As of now, the tree contains over 121,000,000 profiles

❖ www.geni.com/worldfamilytree for stats



❖ Once you’re hooked into the tree, you see how you’re related to 
everyone else

❖ Others can add to what you know and vice versa

❖ Over time your connections grow (without having to do anything)

❖ Hopefully, with time, the tree becomes more accurate



What’s the connection between “Woman in Gold”
 and Geni.com?



Randy makes the case for using Geni. 

Randy Schoenberg: schoenblog.com



Randy Schoenberg: schoenblog.com

There are a lot of people who claim to be good genealogists but really 
are not.  

These are folks who publicly gripe about collaborative genealogy sites 
like Geni.com.  

They claim to be interested in accuracy, but really they only care about 
pretending to know more than everyone else.  



What does it cost?

❖ A “basic” subscription is free

❖ So you can see if some branch of your family is already on the tree

❖ You can do a lot with the free account, but if you’re really looking 
to use it to build your tree of find your relatives, you’ll need a paid 
“Pro” account

❖ A “Pro” account is $119/YEAR. There may sometimes be discounts. 

❖ This does not allow access to MyHeritage



Tips for using Geni:  Don’t start from scratch

❖ Look to see if any of your relatives are already on the tree

❖ Try to add to what is already there

❖ If you start with yourself and add your tree, try to spread wide to 
connect to something already there

❖ Check before adding new people

❖ “Merge” duplicates



Geni DNA 

❖ You can upload DNA raw data from other companies, such as 
MyHeritage, Ancestry, FamilyTreeDNA or 23andme

❖ If you’ve tested Y-DNA and/or mtDNA you can upload that data

❖ You will see matches with others who have uploaded to Geni

❖ You will be able to see ancestor lists and family trees for matches



We’re all related

❖
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Let’s see how we’re all related

❖ If you are on geni.com, connect to the World Family Tree and send me 
a link to your profile

❖ I’ll compile a list of members on geni.com and send it back to you.

❖ You can check to see how you’re related to the other members. 

❖ We can discuss at a future meeting and see if there were any surprises!

❖ If you have trouble connecting to the World Family Tree, send a link to 
your profile and I’ll try to help

❖ marla@westbergfl.com


